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Minutes of  the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on
Wednesday the 4th March 2026 at Hutton Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Parkes, Butterworth, Cookson, Martin and Martinez

There was one member of the public present


11/26.                To receive apologies

None

12/26                 To consider and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 28th January 2026 which  are enclosed

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on the 28th January 2026 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record.

13/26                 To receive Declarations of Interest

None

14/26                 To adjourn the meeting for a period of public participation

The sole member of the public present had no representation to make.
 
15/26                 To approve the following payments: 

	20/01/2026
	EMAIL FEE COOKSON
	
	
	60
	
	16.00

	20/01/2026
	RAINFRORD LENGTHSMAN
	
	
	61
	
	234.00

	20/01/2026
	GLASDON BENCH PARTS REPAIRS
	
	
	62
	
	378.48

	20/01/2026
	SLCC 1/3RD SUBSRCIPTION
	
	
	63
	
	126.33

	31/01/2026
	BANK CHARGES
	
	
	64
	
	6.00



It was resolved that the payments listed above should be approved

16/26                 To appoint Sandra Wiseman as the internal auditor for 2025/6 at a fee of £140.00 and approve the Terms of Reference and Internal Control / Suggested Testing Methodology the relative documents having  been circulated to members under separate cover

It was resolved that Sandra Wiseman should be appointed as the Internal Auditor as detailed above and that the documentation referred to should be approved

   17/26                 To consider and approve the following documents which have been circulated to members under separate cover

1. The Councils Risk Management Policy Statement 2026
1. The Councils Risk Management Register 2026
1. The Councils Asset Register 2026
1. The Review of the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit and Internal Control 2026

It was resolved that the aforementioned documentation should be approved



18/26                 To consider and approve the Lengthsman’s contract for a further period of 12 months for 8 hours per week at an hourly rate of £ 18.55 per hour representing an increase in the existing rate in line with inflation (CPI)

                          In addition to approve an Assistant Lengthsman contract at a rate of £13.00 per hour to allow his wife to undertake some basic work with regard to spring and autumn planting & the watering and weeding of the Parish planters for up to 8 hours per week between 1st April 2026 and 31st October 2026 on a needs basis.

It was resolved that the Lengthsman’s contract should be renewed as detailed above and that an Assistant Lengthsman contract should be approved for his wife in line with the proposals also set out above.

19/26                 To consider the enclosed response received by Little Hoole Parish Council setting out the reason why they have closed  the access from Longton Health Centre to the shops and particularly the pharmacy and decide what action may now be appropriate.

It was resolved that this Council should ask Longton Parish Council to include the concerns of this Parish in their correspondence to be sent to the local MP seeking such support as might be available to get the short cut re-opened.

     20/26                  To consider the Local Government Reorganisation Consultation (see enclosed) – This is a  public consultation however provision has been made for Town and Parish Councils to provide a response as an organisation if they so wish. Should this Council wish to do so it will be necessary for the Council to agree their recommendation for one of the proposals and respond to the consultation questions which are shown on the enclosed documentation which also provides links to the proposals themselves and the consultation questionnaire. Members are able to make personal responses irrespective as to whether this Council chooses to do so as a corporate entity.

     It was resolved that since there were several options and individual members may have differing views it was not appropriate for this Council to provide any corporate response but that it encouraged all members to complete the survey in their personal capacity.

     21/26                  To consider whether this Council’s Christmas Event should be changed for 2026 and what action should be taken with regard to the Christmas Tree on Long Wood which appears to be dying.

Although a few suggestions were put forward no decision was made other than that clarity should be sought from the playgroup as to its future since it was expected to be closed later this year and they were considered instrumental in participating in the event as currently held. Once this is established a further agenda item will be placed.


22/26                  To receive from Parish Councillors any updates on Parish Council related matters

Cllr Butterworth has recently attended a HGS Trustee meeting in her capacity as a representative of this Council

The car wash screen appears to be shattered causing water and splash to affect the pavement and surrounding areas. It was thought that the screen had had to be installed as part of the planning permission. The Clerk will notify SRBC planning.

The re-current pot hole between the main and overflow car park has once again appeared despite some previous remedial action. The Clerk will notify SRBC.

It was mentioned that a water pumping station and electrical sub station had now been included as part of the Walton Garden Development

It was confirmed that the National Grid expected consultation has been deferred.

23/26                  To note that the date of the next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday the 8th April 2026

It was noted that the next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday the 8th April 2026                                                                                                                                           
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